
 

ICCCM-JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 

2022; 1(2): 80-86                                                                                                                                                           

Published online 0 4  28 2022 ( https://icccmjssh.com/ ) 

https://doi.org/10.53797/icccmjssh.v1i2.9.2022 

e-ISSN 2811-4469 

 

*Corresponding author: irfai.fathurohman@umk.ac.id 

https://icccmjssh.com/ All right reserved. 

Analysis of Social Values in the Novel Woman Named Arjuna 

by Remy Sylado 
 
Fathurohman, Irfai1*, Damayanti, Sindy Putri1, Ahsin, Muhammad Noor1, 

Hidayati, Alfin, Nur1, & Roysa, Mila1 

 

1Muria Kudus University, Kudus Regency, 59532, Indonesia  
 

Email Address:  
irfai.fathurohman@umk.ac.id (Irfai Fathurohman), 202034013@std.umk.ac.id (Sindy Putri Damayanti), noor.ahsin@umk.ac.id (Muhammad Noor 

Ahsin, M.Pd), nur.alfin@umk.ac.id (Nur Alfin Hidayati), mila.roysa@umk.ac.id (Mila Roysa) 
 

*Corresponding author: irfai.fathurohman@umk.ac.id 
 

To Cite This Article:  
Fathurohman, I., Damayanti, S. P., Ahsin, M. N. ., Hidayati, N. A. ., & Roysa, M. . (2022). Analysis of Social Values in the Novel 

Woman Named Arjuna by Remy Sylado. ICCCM Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, 1(2), 80–86. 

https://doi.org/10.53797/icccmjssh.v1i2.9.2022 

 

1.  Introduction 

Fathurohman et al (2022) said that literary works in general cannot be separated from the author who created and created 

them. A literary work is a work of art that expresses the existence of humanity with all its variations and twists and turns 

creatively and imaginatively using aesthetic language as the medium. Amiruddin et al (2023) A literary work can be 

interpreted as a form of creation and reflection from a writer which is expressed in various genres, whether in the form 

of poetry, fiction or drama, which is presented in beautiful and interesting language and can be felt and appreciated by 

the audience. Thus, literary works have meaning, namely as a result of the imaginative work of a writer presented in 

various genres with beautiful language and can be enjoyed by literature lovers themselves. Fathurohman et al (2022) say 

that literature is an art that can provide teachings through language as a medium. Literary works are the (physical) form 

of literature. Literary works are the result of compositions in the form of imagination that show the drama of human life 

in depth and bring out the beauty by using beautiful, expressive and symbolic or influencing language choices by 

highlighting the values of life (Fathurohman et al, 2022). 

 Ahsin et al (2022) Literary works are works of art that use language elements as media elements and literary works 

also function as a medium to reflect on the reader's deepest values. Because literary works contain human experiences, 

these experiences are expressed in such a way as to obtain the desired essence. Based on this statement, it can be said 

that the literary work itself is a  form of artistic work with language as a medium for conveying it to the reader and this 

language is expressed in the form of text so that it can be enjoyed by readers or lovers of literature. Literary works are 

also a form of artistic work that can be used as a medium to obtain the values contained therein so that readers can then 

obtain various benefits from the literary work. Literature was born as a result of human behavior in cultures of various 

ethnicities, races, religions and traditions. This diversity has its own characteristics and this creates problems with 

different understandings and responses (Fathurohman, 2019). 

Abstract: The aim of this research is for the author to analyze the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna by Remy 

Sylado which includes how social values form in the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna. This research is based on 

the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna by Remy Sylado Series 1. The novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna by Remy 

Sylado is a novel that has many series from series 1 to series 6. Here the researcher took the novel Perempuan 

Bernama Arjuna series 1 because the novel contains many moral values and social values in it. This novel is the third 

printing, has 276 pages, and was published in October 2014. In this research the author uses a qualitative descriptive 

research method because it describes data based on facts or realities objectively. In this research the author also uses 

data and data sources with the data including words and quotes in the novel. Meanwhile, the data sources include 

novel works. For data collection techniques here the researcher uses reading and note -taking techniques by reading 

the entire research object and doing this by reading the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna. After that, the last data 

analysis technique is where the researcher uses heuristic and hermeneutic theories because this research is research 

into a novel. In the research results and discussion, the researchers analyzed in terms of social values including the 

value of caring, the value of helping, and the value of responsibility. 
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 Fathurohman et al (2024) stated that literature is a form of creative artistic work whose object is humans and their 

lives through language as the medium. There are various types of literary works, one form of literary work is the novel. 

Ahsin et al (2022) Literary works today have become an alternative way to communicate and teach the norms of life to 

the public. One of the quite popular literary works is the novel. Divine (2021) Novels as a form of literary work, in their 

creation have a very close relationship or bond with the author or writer. This is because the author is the 2 main factors 

in the birth of a literary work. An author is someone who, with his creative and imaginative ideas, is able to create a 

creation and be the cause of the birth of a literary work, which raises various problems, whether political, social or issues 

that develop over time. Apart from that, the author is also the main idea in a beautiful and interesting literary work which 

is able to increase the love of readers or connoisseurs of a literary work. Fathurohman et al (2024) said that the function 

of literary works is often used as a medium to criticize situations. Through this understanding, it can be said that literary 

works are works of art that contain elements of beauty created by the author and presented in various forms, one of which 

is a novel. 

 A novel is a  long work of prose fiction, containing a series of stories about a person's life and the people around him, 

highlighting the character and nature of each actor. According to Abrams in Nurgiyantoro (2019: 11), novella literally 

means a small new item and is then interpreted as a short story in prose form. Fathurohman (2019) Novels are a type of 

literary work which contains cultural elements inherent in each creation. Ahsin et al (2021) stated that a novel was created 

based on the creation of a culture that emerged around the author's world. The novel has a clear storyline so that each 

plot can give a feeling to the reader, the novel also tells the contents from beginning to end in its entirety. Novels are also 

called fiction stories because they are long stories covering a person's life from birth until the character's death. The length 

of the story content of a novel depends on how the author tells the character's life. Novels are a type of literary work that  

has a complex story line (Ahsin et a l 2020). Novels tell plots in complex ways that are interrelated and interdependent, 

complexity in novels is often shown in conflicts. 

 Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that a novel is a  work of prose literature or a fictional story that 

tells a problem in the life of a person or several characters. Novels also try to describe the lives of their characters by 

using plots that are based on reality or just the author's imagination. Fiction stories are not just stories of imagination, but 

the imagination produced by the author is a reality or phenomenon that he sees and feels. 

 In relation to the human person, what specifically marks moral value is that it relates to the human person being 

responsible. Ahsin et al (2021) Good character is character that is in accordance with the noble values of the Indonesian 

nation. The nature of a person's guilt or innocence can be seen by the presence of responsible moral values. Humans will 

respect each other because each human can see the personality traits of each individual. There is harmony and harmony. 

Fathurohman et al (2021) General morals regarding teachings about good and bad that are generally accepted regarding 

actions, attitudes, obligations, manners, morals and so on. According to expert opinion, it can be concluded that moral 

values are values that discuss the good and bad actions of humans which are the basis of society, where other terms for 

humans towards other people can be seen with positive or negative characteristics. Ahsin et al (2022) say that morals are 

also teachings that are based on a person's behavior in life in society. Moral values are also related to the morals and 

character of each individual or also regarding good and bad behavior. 

Social values are values related to the social order between individuals in society (Sauri, 2019). So the explanation 

in this statement is that social values are related to social order. The meaning of social order can also be interpreted as a 

code of conduct for interactions between people in everyday life. Social values are also various assumed principles and 

beliefs that apply in society. Ahsin et al (2021) Good character is character that is in accordance with the noble values of 

the Indonesian nation. Answer: These values become a guide to life for members of society. Social values are not in 

written form but in oral form. In essence, this social value is interaction between individuals in society. 

Fathurohman et al (2022) Social values are values related to society and have the aim of resolving the problems 

discussed with as many solutions as possible and not harming other people. Social values are values that are carried out 

by deliberating with the community or a group of people to solve a problem and find a solution to the problem. According 

to Soerjono Soekonto (Mutmainah, 2023), social values are abstract conceptions within humans regarding what is 

considered good and what is considered bad. Meanwhile, according to Amir (Lestari et al, 2020) it is a  value that 

underlies, guides and becomes the goal of human social life and actions in carrying out, maintaining and developing 

human social life. In contrast to what was stated by Goeman (Nurhapidah & Sobari, 2019), social values are the principles 

that underlie humans to adapt to the geographical environment, fellow humans and the surrounding natural culture. To 

see social values in literary works, we can analyze the values in the form of traditions, conventions and societal norms 

that exist in literature. As Wellek & Warren (Daryumi, 2020) say, literature is a social institution that uses the medium 

of language, in conveying messages it is channeled in the form of symbolism in the form  of social conventions and norms. 

Usually the symbolism is related to certain social situations, such as politics, economics, and so on. 

Social value is the level of positive relationship between something and someone or something of value that is useful 

for someone which is closely related to the goodness of something (Fathurohman et al, 2022). Sauri, (2019) states that 

there are similarities between science and knowledge about values. The equation is that value is something that is 

considered valuable by a human or group of humans. As with knowledge, knowledge is also considered valuable by 

humans and is worth having. Values are also ideal and abstract symptoms so that they become a kind of belief. This 

explains that a value is not concrete, cannot be seen, cannot be enjoyed with the human senses. Values can only be lived, 



Fathurohman 1 et al., ICCCM Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Vol. 1 No. 2 (2022) p. 80 -86 

 

82 

believed, and can be manifested in the form of human speech, actions and deeds. Ahsin et al (2023) Social values are 

values that concern the behavior of a person or group of people in social life. According to the Big Indonesian Dictionary: 

2008, it is stated that social values are something related to social life, such as helping, being generous, being responsible 

and so on. 

In line with that, (Sauri, 2019) states that social values are standards of social behavior that symbolize good, bad, 

right and wrong in a person's life in society. So, it can be said that social values do not only consist of positive attitudes 

but also negative ones. Social interactions carried out by humans are a social value that occurs in everyday life. 

Budiningsih (Sauri, 2019) states that social interaction is a relationship between two or more individuals, one of whom 

can influence, change and improve another individual or vice versa. This process is very simple in form, but complex. 

Because it is based on several factors, namely imitation, suggestion, identification and sympathy. Ahsin et al (2023) 

Social values can usually be measured based on awareness of what a person has experienced, especially when 

experiencing events that are good or bad, right or wrong, both according to themselves and members of society. So, it 

can be said that social values are values that are highly upheld by a person or society in acting in the social life they live. 

As a guideline in society, of course social values determine attitudes in human life, interactions between people, and 

become the basis for group activities. 

Sauri, (2019) states that the general social values that will be analyzed are the values of helping, caring and 

responsibility. Ahsin et al (2023) The value of helping is an attitude of being willing to lend a helping hand to community 

members who are in trouble. Caring is an attitude of paying attention to other people, protecting and caring. Responsibility 

is an attitude of daring to bear everything as a consequence of what one does. 

2. Literature Review 

Lestari et al (2020), conducted research with the title "Analysis of Moral Values and Social Values in the Novel Sang 

Juara by Al Kadrl Johan: A Sociological Review of Literature". The reason for choosing this research is that this research 

uses a qualitative descriptive method equation which produces descriptive data in the form of written words, while the 

analysis used is content analysis. The research technique used is the note-taking technique, namely reading the champion's 

novel. The results of this research found forms of moral values and social values. 

Amiruddin et al (2023), conducted research with the title "Moral Values and Social Values in Novels Such as 

Revenge, Longing Must Be Paid Completely by Eka Kurniawan and Its Implications for Learning in High School". The 

reason for choosing this research is research with similarities in describing the social values and moral values contained 

in the novel Like Dendam, Longing Must Be Paid Completely by Eka Kurniawan. The method used is a qualitative 

descriptive method. The object of this research is the novel book Like Revenge, Longing Must Be Paid Completely by 

Eka Kurniawan, with the stages carried out in the research, namely the stages of data acquisition, data collection and 

determining the unit of analysis. 

Zainah Asmaniah (2021) conducted research with the title "Analysis of Moral Values and Social Values in the 

Novel Cinta Dalam Ikhlas by Abay Adhitya". The reason for choosing this research is the similarity in terms of moral 

and social values contained in the novel Cinta Dalam Ikhlas, with the same method used, namely qualitative descriptive 

and data collection techniques. The data in this relevant research is data in the form of words, sentences and phrases in 

the novel manuscript being analyzed. 

research with the title "Analysis of Moral Values and Social Values in the Novel Fallen Leaves Never Hate Wind 

by Tere Liye and Its Implementation". The reason for choosing this research is that this research examines the moral 

values and social values in the novel Fallen Leaves Never Hate the Wind. The similarity of the type of research used is 

the qualitative descriptive method with the technique of reading the entire research object and note-taking techniques. 

 

3. Research Methodology 

The method used in this research is descriptive qualitative. It can be said that descriptive research describes data based 

on facts or realities objectively, according to the data used. Qualitatively explaining concepts related to each other is done 

using words or sentences, not using statistical numbers. 

This research method uses descriptive qualitative. To describe the data in the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna. 

This research was carried out by collecting data that researchers found obtained from reading and recording data. Data 

obtained in the form of notes or sentence fragments in the novel and other supporting materials. This research describes 

the moral values and social values in the novel that will be researched, and in this research the researcher will examine 

the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna by Remy Sylado. 

 

Data and Data Sources 

1) Data 

Data is information collected in this research in the form of qualitative data. The data in qualitative research are words, 

actions, the rest is additional Loflond data (Astuti, 2020). Data is mostly in the form of descriptions of words, in this 

research it was obtained in writing (Astuti, 2020). According to Sudaryanto, data is divided into two types, namely:  
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a. Primary data is data obtained by language researchers which originates directly from the speech of speakers of the 

language being studied as lingual phenomenalists. 

b. Secondary data is data obtained by language researchers which is not sourced directly from speakers' speech but 

rather from reports on the performance of the researcher's language analyzer, which is provided solely for the sake 

of the researcher's own research, so that it is neatly arranged and in accordance with its own purposes. The data used 

in this research is primary data in the form of words, sentences and paragraphs contained in the novel Perempuan 

Bernama Arjuna by Remy Sylado. 

 

2) Data Source 

Data sources in qualitative research are Asmaniah's works, manuscripts and research (2021). The data source used in this 

research is objective data in the form of the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna by Remy Sylado Series 1 published by 

Nuansa Scholar in 2014, third printing, book thickness 276 pages. 

Data collection techniques are a set of methods or techniques that are an extension of human senses because the aim is 

to collect empirical facts related to research problems (Irma, 2021). Data collection is the most important step in research, 

because the main aim of research is to obtain data, data collection in this research was carried out using reading and note-

taking techniques. 

4. Result and Discussion 

caring, and the value of responsibility. The value content of a literary work is an essential element of the work as a whole.  

Revealing the values contained in a literary work will not only provide an understanding of the socio -cultural background 

of the storyteller, but also contain ideas for responding to situations that occur in the society where the literary work was 

born. Social value is the level of positive relationship between something and someone or something of value that is 

useful for someone which is closely related to the goodness of something. 

Sauri, (2019) states that the general social values that will be analyzed are the values of helping, caring and 

responsibility. The value of helping is an attitude of being willing to lend a helping hand to community members who 

are in trouble. Caring is an attitude of paying attention to other people, protecting and caring. And responsibility is an 

attitude of daring to bear everything as a consequence of what one does. The research data is as follows:  

 

4.1 The Relationship between Social Values and Mutual Help 
other people not only acts as a friend who provides company when lonely, but also as a partner in this journey of life. 

These partners help us in various aspects of life, such as economic, social, cultural, political and many others. In fact, in 

the spiritual aspect As social creatures, we cannot avoid dependence on the help of others in various aspects of our lives. 

The presence of and worship of God, we often need help and support from fellow humans. Therefore, the researcher will 

describe several sentence fragments or quotations in the aspect of the social value of helping each other in the novel 

Perempuan Bernama Arjuna as follows: 

1) “When he saw me standing in front of him, he stretched out his hand as a signal for me to sit down. "So?" he asked 

after I sat down. "What can I help you with?" (Remy Sylado 1: p. 84) 

The passage above tells of a meeting between Ajuna and Professor Bloembergen regarding Arjuna wanting to continue 

his studies by studying apologetic theology. The meeting took place in a café, then after that Professor Bloembergen 

asked Arjuna what Professor Bloembergen needed to help with. 

The quote above is included in the social value of helping because the researcher considers that the quote contains a 

question from someone such as wanting to help the figure of Arjuna who is in need of help. This quote includes good 

social moral values because a person has the morals to want to help other people without being asked. We must also 

instill this kind of behavior in social life. 

2) “Oh? If that's what you think, don't look for such paintings in the Rijksmuseum. You should look for that at Abbe, the 

contemporary art museum in Eindhoven. There are even installations, there are collages, there are junk, there are ops, 

and so on.” (Remy Sylado 1: p. 118) 

The passage above tells of an incident where Arjuna's friend was looking for a painting. However, he looks in a museum 

where there may not be the painting he is looking for. After that, with a helpful attitude, Arjuna told him that looking for 

the painting he was looking for, it would be best to look at the contemporary art museum in Eindhoven. 

The quote above is included in the social value of helping because the researcher considers the quote to contain someone 

who has the desire to help someone who is looking for a painting. And maybe he happened to know a better painting 

museum so he told the person where the better painting was. From there, researchers assume that this person has a soul 

that wants to help someone by telling them where to paint better places. Such an attitude is a good moral value and must 

be instilled in social and community life. 

 

4.2 The Relationship between Social Values and Caring 
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The values that are part of the form of caring are: compassion, helping each other, being generous, caring and showing 

kindness. This care can work well if relationships can be developed with an attitude of mutual help, mutual respect, 

mutual respect, mutual care and cooperation. Therefore, the researcher will describe several sentence fragments or 

quotations in the aspect of the social value of caring in the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna as follows:  

 

1) "Father said, The danger of love is being too quick to imagine beauty and too late to imagine trouble. Remember this. 

Success is not only based on desire, but also will.” (Remy Sylado 1: pg 13) 

The passage above tells of a parent who gives advice or advice to his child who is studying abroad. From the advice 

given by his father, Arjuna was always careful when he was in Europe, the costs were not small and he was there with 

the intention of learning and being successful. These dreams must not be dashed just because of love. 

The quote above is included in the social value of caring because the researcher considers that the quote contains 

the father's concern for his daughter, Arjuna, which he gives by giving advice about love so that his daughter is not dark 

in matters of love. Indeed, as parents, we are obliged to give advice or direction to our children so that their lives always  

go well. 

2) “Okay, said Bloembergen. That's what I said some time ago, studying philosophy, you can read treatises, but what's 

more important is reading philosophical works directly. Moreover, remember, you are at the master's level. Don't make 

your head just like a  station of people's thoughts by memorizing words that are easy to memorize." (Remy Sylado 1: p. 

53) 

The passage above tells of an incident in the lecture room where Professor Bloembergen asked his students a 

question about the figure of Aristotle. Immediately, Amin al-Ma'luf exchanged glances with Arjuna without smiling and 

without caring. After that, Professor Bloembergen told him that studying philosophy was not only from treatises, but you 

could read his philosophical works directly. 

The quote above is included in the social value of caring because the researcher considers that the quote contains 

advice or concern for Bloembergen towards his students by giving directions regarding the science of philosophy that 

studying this science is not only by reading treatises but directly reading his philosophical works. 

3) "Early in the morning he called, asking if I had any books that he would repeat the contents of this afternoon. "The 

plan is that this afternoon Professor Bloembergen will discuss the philosophies of Hobbes, Leibniz and Locke again." 

(Remy Sylado 1: pg 109) 

The passage above tells that since the dispute ended quickly with regret and apologies, Arjuna's relationship with 

Gerard Dijkhoff has only gotten better. Little by little, he called on his cell phone asking about news from Arjuna and 

giving Arjuna concern about books that he might have or not. 

The quote above is included in the social value of concern because the researcher considers that the quote contains 

concern from Arjuna's friends by ensuring whether Arjuna has a book or not for the lecture this afternoon, because the 

lecture will discuss philosophical sciences again. From this attitude, the researcher assumes that Arjuna's friends really 

have personalities who care about others. 

 

4.2.1 The Relationship between Social Values and Responsibility 

The social value of responsibility consists of a sense of acceptance and belonging, carrying out obligations, and discipline.  

Furthermore, the value of harmony in life is related to humans as social creatures who always interact with other people. 

Therefore, the researcher will describe several sentence fragments or quotations in the aspect of the social value of caring 

in the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna as follows: 

1) “Lecture this afternoon is one hour late. Professor Bloembergen apologizes. He says. "You shouldn't be an hour late 

like this. Because I am always on time. I am Limburgish, not Brabant.” (Remy Sylado 1: p. 52) 

The passage above tells of an incident where during the day there were lectures but Professor Bloembergen as a lecturer 

was one hour late in entering the lecture room. This is an attitude that does not have a big sense of responsibility.  

The quote above is included in the value of social responsibility because the researcher considers that the quote 

contains a Bloembergen Professor who was one hour late entering the lecture room. Professor Bloembergen's attitude 

may not be good because he is also a lecturer who should have a great sense of responsibility when it comes to lecture 

hours. This is also not good for the example of the students. It is best for Professor Bloembergen to enter the lecture room 

on time so that others can see him as having a high sense of responsibility. 

2) "I should be tired tonight to attend Professor Van Damme's lecture because this afternoon there is a moon coming over 

my woman. But I forced myself to go to campus." (Remy Sylado 1: p. 140) 

The passage above tells of an incident where there was a lecture at night, on that occasion Arjuna was also 

menstruating, which probably made Arjuna lazy to go to lecture that night. However, with a sense of responsibility, he 

forced himself to go to campus that same evening. 

The quote above is included in the value of social responsibility because the researcher considers the quote to be 

about Arjuna who was reluctant to attend Professor Van Damme's lecture that afternoon because she was menstruating. 

But with his high sense of responsibility as a student, he forced himself to continue going to campus to attend lectures. 

Arjuna's attitude is an attitude that we must emulate in our community and social life. 
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From the results of the research on social values above in the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna by Remy Sylado, 

researchers found that there are several social values which include social with helping, social with caring, and social 

with responsibility. From the results of the research above, the researcher explained them one by one based on their 

respective social values, accompanied by quotations, descriptions, and the researcher also included the pages in the novel. 

From the social values obtained, researchers not only find good social values, but researchers find social values that may 

not be good. In the research above, researchers found several social values carried out in terms of behavior, speech and 

even thoughts of these figures. 

5. Conclusions and Recommendations 

Based on the results of research and discussion on the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna by Remy Sylado , conclusions 

and suggestions regarding social values are drawn, namely, The form of social values contained in the novel Perempuan 

Bernama Arjuna consists of three forms, namely the social value of helping, the social value of caring, and social value  

of responsibility. In these social values, the data that is most often obtained is the form of the social value of caring. To 

describe social values, the researcher typed a quote contained in the novel, then after that the researcher described the 

quote in more detail and gave reasons why the quote was included in the social value of helping, the social value of 

caring, or the social value of responsibility. Based on the conclusions presented above, several suggestions related to this 

research will be presented next. This research can be used as material for developing literary theory and literary analysis, 

and can be used by students taking literary research and the general public to gain deeper knowledge about social values 

in literature. In relation to the field of literature, this novel can also be used as a reference for researchers to examine this 

novel with different studies, for example looking at other aspects contained in the novel Perempuan Bernama Arjuna by 

Remy Sylado. 
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